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Satire’s my weapon; but I'm too disereet, 

To run a-muck and tilt at all I meet ; 

I only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, supercargocs, sharpers, and directors.—Pops: 


——— _———— 


Hetters of the Black Dwark. 
From the Black Dwarf to the Reformers of Rochdale 


—_—- 


“* ORANGE CLUBS.” 











I have received a copy of an address now circulating in 
your neighbourhood, under the description of an address 
from the Orangemen amongst you, to the elergy and 
gentlemen of the county of Lancaster. They know bet- 
ter than to address themselves to you ; because you know 
them to be either designing knaves, or egregious fools. 
They have no hope of deceiving you; but they have 
reason to believe the “ clergy and gentlemen of Lancaster,’’ 
are too much like themselves. There were two of the 
“ clergy” among the hackers and hewers at the Massacre 
in 1819, and a batch of such gentlemen as Hulton of 
Hulton, who offered to pawn his honour when his oath 


was of no value. Orangemen should have such patrons 
No. 12. Vol. XI. 
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«“ Like loves like; and Athelstone, Hay, Hulton, ana 
such men, are the natural patrons of Orange societies. 
They are the maggots in the beef; and have a natural af- 
fection for the Orange fly-blows! It is almost a waste of 
time to notice such things ; but since they will prate, let 
us once more shew them what wretched impotent mon- 
grels theyare. They begin with the motto of the infamous 
John, a journal thrice recorded before the tribunals, as a 
vehicle of falsehood, calumny, and slander of the basest 
description. This motto is—‘ for Gop, the King, and the 
people.”” The idea of such wretches being on the side 
of Gop!!! The folly of this is equal to the profanity. 
For Gop, indeed! It must be some household God. some 
private idol, some secret interest, that they worship :— 
and with this key to their hypocrisy, we may lay them 
bare tc the hatred, and ridicule of mankind. To do this, 
we will take them paragragh by paragraph, and see 
what can be made of their political trumpery. ‘i hey be- 
gin thus— 

“ FOR GOD, THE KING, AND THE PEOPLE.” 

A RESPECTFUL ADDRESS FROM THE ORANGEMEN OF 
ROCHDALE. DISTRICT, TO THE CLERGY AND GENTLE- 
MEN OF THE COUNTY OF LANCASTER. 

1. Ata time like the present, when unprincipled indi- 
viduals, in various ranks and stations of society, are exert- 
ing their utmost influence to undermine the best principles 
of the country in church and state ; to desseminate opinions 
diametrically opposite to those of the holy Scriptures, 
which enjoin love toGod and good-will to man, and to 
shelter the enormities committed by the enemies of civil 
liberty, and the clamour of false and calumnious charges 
against loyal Orangemen. 


What unprincipled individuals can they mean, who, in 
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various stations in soeiety are undermining the best prin- 
ciples of the country. We may not guess who they mean, 


* “oy i} i> , ] a. Ly: ewe bd | a ul 
but we ean tell whodo there things wellenongh. ‘There 


‘was the Bishop of Clogher—aund other eminently loyal 


individuals in the church. ‘here was the soldier, who 
was let out of prison, becarse he was lucky enough to 
have a bishop partner; and there was another on Monday 
‘who was sent to hard Inbour for eighteen months, because 
he had not a bishop for a partner, but a simple teacher of 
languages, Who had no friends either at court, or on the 
bench. ‘These loyal fellows were, and their friends now 
are, busily employed in deseminating opinions diametri- 
cally opposite to those of the Scriptures. We have 
none of those fellows in our ranks ; for those who do not 
allow the Scriptures to be ofdivine authority, admit and 
practice the moral principles which they lay down. Again, 
pethaps they mean Hay and Ethelstone, and Hulton, and 
the Manchester Yeomanry, when they talk of a want of 
“ good will to man,” and of “ the enemies of civil liberty.” 
Certainly those chaps had neither good will to man nor 
woman—but we understand they are all Orangemen, and 
that Clogher was one also. But who, in the name of 
common sense can have made calimnious charges against 
the Orangemen. We never heard any accusation against 
them, but that they were great fools, or errant knaves ; 
and this is as notorious as that there are Orange-lodges. 

2. At such a time it becomes an imperative duty in us to 
stand forward and boldly avow our principles in the open 
eye of Heaven and of our country, and thus fearlessly 
repel the cowardly attacks which have been made upon 
our constitution, and refute the base calumnious asperstons 
which have been thrown upon our character as Orangemen. 

Well, now, what are your principles? Do your duty, 
and let us know what they are 
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3. We are designated as an unconstitutional association ; 
vet Orangeisin was established for the purpose of implant- 
ing and nourishing in the minds of Englishmen a love and 
veneration for the constitution of our country, in order to 
counteract that radical spirit which sought, under various 
disguises, to strangle it in its birth, and which has been 
equally eager to shackle its free operation in the glorious 
caree* of its mature growth. 

If Orangeism was established for this, the Orangemen 
are a set of sad rascals indeed ; for they have been lending 
themselves to the burying under a heap of rubbish all 
that was ever good in legislation; and substituting the 
will of the minister for the law of the land. If this 
account of themselves be true, they deserve whipping at 
the carts’ tail for their treason to the nature of their origin 

4. We are asserted to assume a power above the laws: 
yet obedience to the laws is one of our first great principles: 
and we challenge our bitterest enemies to deny that 
Orangemen, of whatever station, have been generally 
found more obedient to the laws of their country than any 
other of his Majesty’s subjects. 

Come, come, don’t tell these barefaced lies. Your great 
champion, Abraham Bradley King, instead of obeying the 
laws, or respecting the law-makers, boasted of having 
disregarded the one and laughed at the other. You are 
a pack of knaves, who sell your obedience to the law for 
what it will fetch. 

5. We are charged with want of respect to our beloved 
monarch ! Yet we cherish the warmest sentiments of love 
and loyalty to the sovereign who reigns over us, and incul- 
cate the highest veneration for his kingly office—ours is 
nota cold and heartless loyalty, which contents itself 
with merely forbearing to insult him; we consider our- 
selves as ck Idren, and our King as the father of. the 
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family. Whatever affects his peace or repose, is keenly 
felt by Orangemen as an insult offered to them individually. 

Yes, yes, you respected him in Ireland, by making game 
of him as soon as he had left Dublin, and doing directly 
the reverse of what he requested. As a King you deride 
his authority ; as a man you insult him ; and yet you are a 
set of dutiful children! ‘* Deed dutiful to be sure !”’ 

6. We arecharged with ct erishing a spirit of persecution 
against the Roman Catholics ; yet we exist only to support 
the mild and tolerant principles of the Protestant Church. 

You are mild and tolerant, to be sure! Who cut throats 
at Manchester? And who rob the poor Catholics of their 
potatoes to support a mild and tolerant church # 

7. We persecute no sect or party. We cankneel at the 
altar and address the same Heavenly Father with all classes 
of professing Christians. 

You can do any thing but be lionest ; and would as soon 
be ‘Turks as Protestants, for a little advance on the price 
of your conscience. You persecute no sect! What do 
you call robbing other people to support your need, but 
persecution ¢ 

8. We do admire the Protestant religion. We believe 
the Church of England to be the most agreeable to the 
doctrines of the New Testament, and best calculated for 
the happiness of mankind. 

You know as much of the Protestant religion, and of 
the New Testament, as the geese that are served up at 
your table, and you care a great deal more for the geese 
than the doctrine. 

9. On this account we are resolved to defend it against 
every open or concerted attack, and to maintain the Pro- 
testant ascendency against forcible or seductive usurpation. 

You defend! Don’t you know that truth wants rone of 
your detence ¢ 

10. Yet with the private opinions of any individ ual or 
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set of individuals, we have nothing todo, so ong as th 
attempt not to force those opivions upon us—so long a 
they do not attempt to wrest from our h uds the privileges 
Wwe ebjoy. 

Aye, ase, while you keep your previleges, your religion 
may ro to the devil for what you care. 

11. Itis not the Catholic religion we oppose, but tie 
temporal interference of the Pope. 


You oppose neither-—the one you know nothing about 
and the other does not exist. You only want to keep 
your privileges of living on the plunder of the rest of 
society. 

12. We are happy to see the Roman Catholics worship- 
ing God in their own way ; and we shallalways be among 
the first to advocate any Indulgence which can be extended 
to them for the more perfect enjoyment of their religious 
rights—but we will not give them political ascendencv— 
we will not place them above ourselves. 

You write yourselves asses or hypocrites here. Yon 
would not be Aapny to see the Catholies worship, if you 
thought their worship crroneous, and wished them well. 
But probably you thisk their worship will lead them to 
the devil, and you might be happy at that. You will 
give them religious rights, but no politiecl rights. The 
privilezes ave concerned herve again, 

1g. ‘hey shall have fall toleration, but not supremacy. 

They will have nothing but what they can take—and 
when they can take any thing, they may retaliate, per- 
haps, and tmitate the liberality and mildness of the 
Orangemen. 

14. We are well aware the! these charges are brought 
against Orangemen by those who are nurturing the blackest 
designs against the best and dear st interests of the country. 
These men had wa-med themselves with the idea that they 


could safely promulgate tveir noxious opinions among the 
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lower orders of society, and thus secure what they term 
the physical strength of the country. 

What charges? The fools have been giving them- 
selves a character, and then say those charges are brought 
against them. 

15. If they could have embued the minds of the ignorant 
and the less informed with infidelity and sedition, they 
could then have calculated tiat the +reign of terror was 
rapidly approaching—in this, however, they have been 
happily disappointed, for Providence had so ordered it that 
Orangemen had enlightened the minds and fortified the 
hearts of that very class of society of which they had in- 
tended to manufacture the tools of anarchy. 

What, are the ministers, the majority of the Lords 
and Commois, the bishops, the priests, the bench, the 
bar, and even the King himself, all utterers of falsehood. 
All these folks have said the lower orders w re embued 
with infidelity and sedition; and now these Orangemen 
come forward, and say it is all a he. They may settle 
this amongst them. 

16. Orangeism, like the Angel of the Lord, stood with 
the sword ready drawn, in that very path through which 
alone they hoped to arrive at that glorious ruin which 
they contemplated. 

The Orangemen are much more like Balaam, who was 
not so wise as the ass on which he .ode. There is a good 
deal of resemblance too, in their characters. Balaam 
went ovt to curse his betters; and the Orangemen are in 
the same practise. 

17. Hence originated all the clamour against Orange- 
ism. Hence have so many calumnies been heaped upon 
an association which has merited more of this country’s 
blessing, than any associated body in his Majesty’s do- 
minions. Having thus answered the groundless charges 


brought against us by our enemies, and the enemies of our 
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country, we will state what are our real principles and our 
designs. 

Why, what have you been doing all this? Have you 
been stating your false principles all this while. 

18. We are a body of men mutually united for the pro- 
motion of loyalty to our King, obedience to his laws, 
subordination to our superiors, veneration for the British 
constitution, and an ardent attachment to the Protestant 
religion. Ourdesign is to rally round the altar of our God, 
and the throne of our King. 

Proved “ all a lie’ a hundred times. 

19. Fully convinced that obedience to constituted au- 
thorities is the sure path to individual happiness, as well as 
to national prosperity, we strictly enforce subordination as 
one of our foundational principles. 

The knaves pretend to trace their origin from William, 
prince of Orange, who dethroned his father-in-law, and 
owed his’ crown to a revolution—and yet they dare to 
talk about respect for constituted authorities, meaning 
that the devil, or men worse thandevils, are to be obeyed 
if they happen to have stolen, or forced their way into 
the chief seats. ‘This is Orangeism. 

20. Knowing those principles to be founded on the 
firmest basis of truth and justice, we smile at the insidious 


attacks of our adversaries; for the threats of the proud, 


or the laugh of the vain, can have no effect upon h'm 
whose motto is “‘ For God, the King, and the People.” 

This is a specimen of the sublime of Orangeism—a touch 
of the false and the uncomprehensible united. 

21. Proud of the principles of our union, and knowing 
them to be the best safeguard against the desemination of 
sedition and infidelity, we solicit the strictest investigation 
We have no principles we wish to conceal. 

No—you have no principles at all. 

22. Our’s is a society which courts the light of day.— 
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We take no oaths to keep secret our principles or opimions. 

A falsehood, and an evasion that is worse than falsehood, 
in two lines! Orangeism kept in the dark as long as it 
could ; and when dragg.d into the day, it disavowed its 
nature—like the bat that called itself beast, or bird, as 
occasion occurred. 

23. Our secrets are a fe-v peculiar marks of distinction, 
by which the members of our institution are enabled to 
recognize and distinguish each other, wherever they 
may chance to meet, in order that they may obtain relief, 
should they ever stand in need of it, when no other friends 
are near. ‘To divulge those secrets would, therefore, defeat 
the benevolent purposes for which they were originally 
adopted 





but these secrets are entirely unconnected wiih 
our principles. 

24. These, and these alone, are our secrets. 

You have no secrets, though you think you have. A 
band of knaves cannot be cemented by oaths. Your pe- 
culiar marks have long been absorbed in one broad mark 
upon your foreheads. You ought to have two signs : and 
the hangman may ere long stamp another on some of 
your backs. 

25. Our oaths are the uational oaths, allegiance, supre- 
macy, and abjuration. 

Why are you not content to take them nationally @ 

26. Our politics are those of every luyal Englishman, 
and our religion that of the established church—so far, 
therefore, from wishing to veil o1 conceal our principles, 
we solicit nothing so much as a close investigation; we 
desire nothing so earnestly as the promulgation of our 
opinions. Cherishing sentiments like these, and acting 
upon such principles, we leave it with yourselves to say 
if the Orange Institution does not merit the support of 
every friend to his country, of every friend to mankind. 

Vile tautology—idle cant—abominable hypocrisy-—and 
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base servility—these are the characteristics of this address: 
and if this be the essence of Orangeism, “no wonder that 





men should hold their noses as they walk by Orangemen! 
The consequences of Oranzeism, in Ireland, has been to 


introduce a system of misrule never parelleled in the 





history of the world. Murder, pillage, wretchedness, and 
depravity, have grown with the growth, and strengthened 
with the strength of Orangeism:—and until Orangeism 
is put down, Lreland will continue to be the most mise- 
rable portion of the globe. Yet Orangemen make fortunes 
there—and commit murder—and play what pranks they 
like, with a great deal of impunity. This, however, let 
us tell them will not last long. ‘The Orangemen MUST 
be brought to the:r senses. 
Your friend and well-wisher, 


THE BLACK DWARF. | 








TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





We have received the documents from Leeds, relative to the 
case of flogging of Mainwaring; but they came too late for in- 
sertion. As they go directly to contradict the statement of Mr. 
Baines, inthe Mercury of last Saturday, we shall certainly give 
them publicity next week. In the mean time, we would remark 
that if Mr. Baines is satisfied with his last reply, we are so also. 
The censure of THE Law, and of the Mayor, of which he is so 
proud, he will be good enough to reme mber that he owes to our 
revival of the question. It was already i in the grave of the Capulets, 
without having attracted any notice on his part. We must, how- 
ever, persist In our ignorance, and again repeat that there is NO 
LAW to authorise flogging an E nglish workman, for mere neglect 
of duty ; and we respectfully ask for the case in which the King’s 
Bench has decided that to correct means to flog. Mr, Baines’s re- 
marks on the non-reference to the law, are witty but out of place. 
We gave him the full benefit of his quotation, and only denied that 
correction meant flogging. Mr. Bb. gives us eredit for having been 
misled into false statements. Let this be shown, and we will 
make full amends. The overlooker who was dismissed states, that 
he did not receive any notice from Mr. Stansfeld, until after Mr. 
Baines went there. [n one point we were wro.g. We stated that 
Mr. Baines went round the factory with Mr. Stansfeld at his elbow. 
It was not Mr. Stansteld, but his superintendant ; who, of course, 
would give his master as good a character as a negro-driver would 
ceive the slave-owncr. Mr. Baines knows well enough that such 
testimonials to character are worth nothing. We have a rod fo: 


—— 
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ins worship the Mayor, and his associate, and we shall use it next 
week as smartly as the occasion requires. Meanwhile we wish 
Mr. Baines would ascertain whether any complaint was made upon 
oath against Mainwaring 

Cow ling’s Case in a week or two, 


wares a ae Ps 


CHARITABLE ABUSES. 











Merstham, Sep. 5, 1823. 
Vir. EpITOR, 


My attention was attracted by a question from your 
Petersfield correspondent, In your last publication, in 
which he inquires, “ what has been done with the cha- 
ritable fund in the neighbourhood of Merstham, the 
Br. ack DwarF exposed a short time ago.”’ | do not ob- 

eet to this question, because 1 am aware of the benefits 


Ww hick arise from publicity, and that even the hard-hearted, 


thorough-bred boroughmonger, who has spent a long 
life in bartering away the rights of the people, dreads 
the ordeal of public investigation; but I cannot compli- 
ment “ Investigator” if he added his postcript by way of 
derision to the poor claimants of the small charitable fund 
near us, because no public-spirited individnal has yet 
come forward to protect them; and | should hope that 
some one may be found to follow the excellent example of 
Churchei’s College, Petersfield, and like them make the 
‘ cormorant disrorze his prey.’ As a constant reader of 
your publication, aud presuming ‘“ that it is open to all 
parties, aud influenced by non-,” L feel no apology ne- 
cessary for intruding myself on your notice, 


Yours, &e. Farr PLAY. 


ba 


HYLVON JoicLirke, ESQ. 








Phis distinguished senator crrived unexpectedly 
Petersfield on Tuesday last,in a gig, with a man servant. 
hie mustered half a dozen persons ou Wednesday and 
Thursday ai dinner, and on Friday night he ordered a 
most sumptuous supper, it is said, for about forty people: 
but, lo! to his ereat mortification only thirteen or fourt_en 

the whole of the inhabitants could be prevailed on to 


attend and partake of his hospitadle fair. The little 
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Major made a speech, but he was so overpowered with 
the force of his own eloquence and the vital importance of 
the subject, on which he was dilating, that he became 
exhausted and sat down, amidst the cheerings of “ the 
Widow’s Row Ccoterie.’ ‘The truth is, that Mr. Coling, 
who is the heir at law of the Mitchell family has been on 
a visit to Petersfield, and has made some communications, 
which have shook the confidence and nerves of several 


of the Squire’s retainers. 





PRACTICAL ENDEAVOURS TO APPLY THE 
SYSTEM OF Mr. MALTHUS, IN CHECKING 
? POPULATION. 





We know not whether at the close of any of the late 
parliamentary evenings, a committee was appointed of 
the anti-populationists, in order to carry into effect during 
the vacation, the wish of Mr. Malthus, by checking the 
process of population ; but it is certain that an endeavour 
has been made, in at least one manufacturing district, to 
persuade ihe married peop!te to leave off increasing the 
number of their species, by adopting methods to prevent 
the intercourse of the sexes from being attended by the 
natural results. Whether the earth will ever be so fully 
peopled, as to produce any real pressure upon the means 
of subsistence, we know not:—but, at a time, when 
Lord Liverpool assures us that all political mischief is oc- 
casioned by too great an abundance of food—when the 
American continents are not a hundreth part peopled ; and 
when the progress of agricultural science enables us 
to prouuee nearly four-fold from the same quantity of 
land—while we waste tracts at home, which industry 
might convert into smiling harvests—it appears monstrous- 
ly ill-timed to have recourse to such recommendations, or 
to contemplate such an object, as the diminution of the 
species in England. That large families are incumbran- 
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‘ces, in One sense, is very true. ‘They impose a great deal 
of care, and misery sometimes upon the parents; but the 
old fashioned doctrine was, that childreu were cares that 
brought blessings with them :—and if modern refinement 
could be brought to consider child-bearing as the evil of 
all others to be avoided, we do not see how the exact 
quantity of children should be born, to keep up, what 
some of our political economists would call, the exact 
ratio between mouths, and the means of keeping them 
employed. 

With all due deference to those who wish to keep 
down the population to the means of subsistence, we 
think this might be very safely left to that Providence 
which has spread so beautiful a table jor all his creatures: 
—or if any steps were to be taken, it would be surely the 
better way, to drive those from the table, who would 
not be content with their share, than to prevent those 
from sitting down to the feast of life, who have received 
the invitation of their common Creator. ‘The truth is, 
that there is quite enough for all, if there were not a 
portion of society who aie continually depriving others of 
their portion :—and the poiitical economist should rather 
dispose of the drones who eat without working; than 
check the multiplication of the working bees, in order 
that more honey may be left for the drones. Our atten- 
tion has been called to this subject by a letter from Mrs. 
Fildes, late of Mauchester; and memorable for her courage, 
and her injuries upon the fatal 16th of August, 1819: It 
appears She has been recently residing at Stockport, in 
Cheshire. It is as follows: 

S1r,—Inclosed you have a copy of a quantity of hand- 
bills sent to me about six weeks ago; the parcel came to 
me through the hands of a Mr. John Edward Taylor, 
editor of the Manchester Guardian newspaper. Imme- 
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diately on the receipt of the parcel 1 waited on Mr. Tavlor 
and asked him from whom he had received the parcel : 
but on ths subject, after many evasive answers, he refused 
to satisfy me—I then sent a copy of the hand-bills, with a 
full disclosure of the whole transaction, to Sir Robert 
Gifford, his Majesty’s Attorney-General—le has been in 
possession of the documents for six weeks, but has not 
deigned to return me any answer; and it seems that his 
Majesty’s Government do not intend to notice the infamous 
transaction. As a woman, a wife, and a mother, on 
whom calumny has hitherto been poured relentlessly and 
unsparingly, but without being able to substantiate aught 
against me that could call forth a blush on my cheek, I 
feel indignant at the insult which has been offered me.— 
Is it possible that this infamous hand-bill has issued from 
the encouragers of the doctrines of the cold-blooded 
Malthus, or its servile supporters ! 

L have no redress but whatis afforded me through the 
medium of a free press. I submit this infamous transaction 
to you under a hope that you will give it that consideration 
which, | think, so flagrant an attack upon the morals of 
the community demands. Hoping you will expose the 
propagators of this infamous hand-bill. 

[ am, Sir, your’s very respectfully, 
Mary FILpEs, 


No. 3, Langtan’s Buildings, Heaton Late of Mancheser. 
Lane, near stockport, Sept. 8, 1823. 





Copy of the letter inclosed with the bills. 


To Mrs. Fildes. 
Madam, 


The bills inclosed with this note are sent to you, as 
an experienced, sensible, discreet woman, having much 
influence in her neighbourhood: to one who has shewn 
herself the ardent friend of the working people. You, 
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Madam, must be well aware that numberless evils are 
produced by too large a family ; not only as it makes the 
working man and his wife poor. but breaks their spirits 
and qualifies them to be {l!-used and trampled upon by 
those who are richer. 

[f you will give one of the bills to each of such mar- 
ried women as in your opinion may be useful, you will 
confer on them a great benefit. The method recommend- 
ed is getting fast into use among the working people in 
London ; and will in a very few years produce the hap- 
piest consequences. No other car is necessary but that 
the piece of sponge be large .uough. Mr. Carlile’s 
people know nothing of the contents of the parcel, but 
should you be pleased to notice it,. have the goodness to 
direct to Mr. James, at Mr. Cariile’s, No. 5, Water-lane, 
Fleet-street, London, the letter will be called for. Any 
number of bills you may desire to have shall be sent you, 

By a sincere Well-wisher to the Working Classes. 
«TO THE MARRIED OF BOTH SEXES. 

“In the present state of society, a great number of 
persons are compelled to make an appearance, and to live 
in a stile, which consumes all their incomes, leaving 
nothing, or next to nothing, as a provision for their chil- 
dren. ‘To such persons a great number of children, is a 
never failing source of discomfort and apprehension; of a 
state of bodily, mental, and pecuniary vexation and suf- 
fering, fromi which there is no escape. This state of things 
pervades, to a very great extent, that respectable class of 
society called genteel. To those whose incomes depend on 
some particular exertion, which cannot be remitted, these 
distressing circumstances are from various causes, greatly 
increased. ‘lo those who constitute the great mass of the 


community, whose daily bread is alone procured by daily 
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labour, a large family is aluost always the cause of ruin 
both of parents and children; reducing the parents to 
cheerless, hopeless, and irremediable poverty ; depriving 
the children of those physical, moral, and mental helps 
which are necessary to enable them to live in comfort, and 
turning them out at an early age to prey upon the world, 
or to become the world’s prey. 

‘For these general reasons, cognizable by every body, 
it is of the greatest possible importance that marrted peo- 
ple should be informed of the methods used to prevent 
such tremendous evils. 

‘If methods can be pointed out by which all the en- 
joyments of wedded life may be partaken of without the 
apprehension of too large a family, and all its bitter con- 
sequences, he surely who points them out, must be a 
benefactor of mankind. Such at any rate are the motives 
which govern the writer of this address. 

‘‘ The means of prevention are simple, harmless, and 
might, but for false delicacy, have been communicated 
generally. They have long been practised in several 
parts of the continent, and expeiience has proved, that the 
greatest possible benefits have resulted; the people in 
those parts, being in all respects better off, better in- 
structed, more cheerful, and more independent, than 
those in other parts, where the practices have not pre- 
vailed to a sufficient extent. 

‘‘The methods are two, of which the one to be first men- 
tioned seems most likely to succeed in this country, as it 
depends upon the female. It has been successfully re- 
sorted to by some of our most eminent physicians, and is 
confidently recommended by first-rate accoucheurs, in 
eases where pregnancy has been found injurious to the 
health of delicate women. It consists ina piece of sponge, 
about an inch square, being placed in the vagina previqus 
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to coition, aud afterwards withdrawn by means of a double 
twisted thread, or bobbin, aitached to it. No injurious 
consequences can in any way result from its use, neither 
does it diminish the enjovment of either party. The sponge 
should, as a matter of preference, be used rather damp. 
and when convenient a little warm. It is almost super- 
fluous to add, that there may be more pieces than one, 
and that they should be washed after being used. 

“ The other method resorted to, when from carelessness 
or other causes the sponge is not at hand, ts for the hus- 
band to withdraw, previous to emission, so that none of 
the semen may enter the vagina of his wife. But a little 
practice and care in the use of the sponge will render all 
other precautions unnecessary.” 

From the medium through which the hand-bills were 
forwarded, as Mr. Taylor is a professed liberal, one might 
be led to imagine that only a mistaken zeal, which hau 
overleaped all barriers, and mistaken its way into the 
bargain, in the frenzy of its career, had stimulated the 
advice ;—and that the author was one who thought he 
had hit upon a grand specific to put an end to the white 
slavery, by putting an end to the breeding of slaves : 
and thus making men and women, in time as valuable as 
horses, or other catile. If any such meaning persons’ were 
the authors of sucha bill, they would find themselves uiti- 
mately in a terrible mistake, as affects the state of Englis}: 
society. No impression will ever be made upon the fears 
of our borough lords, but the numbers and determinatio.: 
of the people. The natural remedy for such a corrupt state 
of things, is the INCREASE of population, even to the 
extreme of pressure against the means of subsistence; 
for it is the nature of the multitude to bear with oppres- 
sion, and want, as long as their animal necessities will 
permit them; and it is only by reducing them to a state 
bordering on despair, that they will ever be induced 1d 
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avenge their wrongs, or to claim their rights. Sir Ro- 
bert Gifford, at present, will not interfere in such matters. 
His Majesty’s government do not now want men to draft 
to foreign countries to perish in battle, or by disease. 
They therefore care nothing about the increase of the po- 
pulation, although in the event of a war, they might 
bring in acts of parliament to compel the people to go on 
breeding in the old way, under the penalties of fine and 
imprisonment: as they once laid a tax upon bachelors for 
keeping their talents buried in a napkin. 

Mrs. Fildes was very naturally indignant at what she 
could not consider in any other hight thai a very gross 
insult: and had it not reached her through s: respectable 
a channel, we really do not know m what light we should 
have considered it. As it is, we must be allowed 
to express our most decided reprobation of attempts 
which may lead to the most disastrous consequences. 
Nature abhors such expedients: and true policy con- 
sists In a strict accordance with the precepts of na- 
ture. Let the circulators of these handbills remember 
that they are at the same time taking away from illicit in- 
tercourse the great preventive to that vice in the dread 
of the consequences :—and thus conferring a premium on 
the destruction of female morals; and encouraging the 
most extended scale of prostitution. But this is not all.— 
They are preparing the way for furtherexperiments which 
may end in the grossest abominations; and extend the 
infamous practices which have so shamefully disgraced so 


many ornaments of the church, and pillars of the state. 


It is much to be regretted that those who profess to be 
so very anxious for the well being of the poor, do not 


keep the eyes of the poor fixed upon the irue source of 


their poverty—the deprivation of the due reward of their 
labour by the excessive demand for enjoyment at their ex- 
‘pense, by the privileged classes. ‘The poor’s rates are 
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very heavy; but it costs a great deal mor. to, maintain 


g 
about 10,000 individuals of the established church than it 
does to inaintain all the paupers in the land, amounting 
perhaps to near fwo millions of human beings ; so that 
every bonze would averaseas much as twohundred paupers 
This is the great soerct of the pressure agatiast the meaiis 


, a 
; 


of subsistence; and this pressure must be removed, before 


or” 


the social state can be amended. Other instances of a 
similar nature might be given; but this is enough for the 
present. Shouid we be called upon to proceed wit! the 
inquiry, Weare quite ready to do so. 
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PROGRESS OF LIBERAL OPINIONS. 
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it has been a castom in Eagland to call the ‘* envy and 
admiration of the world,’’ an Algerine constitution, as 
the worst epithet that couid be bestowed upon it, and the 
most characteristic of its abominable usurpations. But as 
the world travels to maturity, and the blacks of the West 
Indies have outstripped the white slaves of Europe, in the 
science of government:—and as we are credibly in- 
Yormed, that the Barbary States have applied to an eminent 
political character of our couniry to draw outa rational 
constitution, we must in future go further to the East 
for expressive characteristics of the English borough do- 
mination. It is consoling to see that the spirit of political 
inquiry is so active in almost every quarter. The-new 
world is free. ‘he small portion of it that yet 1emains dis- 
graeed by royalty, and hereditary distinctions is too trifling 
to affect the.general result; and these follies, at onee 
useless and mischievous, will give way to the bettersense 
of the surrounding examples of men governing themselves, 
for their own advantage. In our West India Islands, there 
is a crisis rapidly approaching ; and if some prompt legis- 


Jative measures are not taken to reconcile the state of se* 
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ciety, with the state of information, by the abolition of 
slavery, and the annihilation of all distinction between 
men, in the eye of the law, there will be a convulsion in 
that quarter, in which the scenes of St. Domingo will be 
repeated. We have received the following statement of 
the proceedings of the free coloured population, in the 
Island of Jamaica; who, notwithstanding their freedom, 
labour under almost every political disability. This is germ 
of farmore important proceedings ; and we give it as an 
instance of the progressive spirit of the age: and asa 
specimen of the rapid growth, and amazing extension of 
those principles which the royal babies of the Holy Alliance 
think they are able to put down! Why do they not at- 
tempt to level the surface of the globe ?—to fill up the fa- 
thomless deeps of the sea?—to clothe the sandy desart or 
the barren rock with verdure ’—or to intercept the kindly 
shower, and the enlivening rays of the sun? All this 
would be as easy as to check the impulse of the mind, 
when freedom points the way to happiness. 


Statement of Proceedings of the People of Colour of Ja- 
marca, man intended Appeal to the House of Assembly. 
of 1823, to attain a removal of ther Political Disab- 
litres. 

At a numerous and respectable meeting of persons @f colour, 
convened in Kingston, on Monday, 12th May, 1823, at the resi- 
dence of Mr. Alexander Dawson Synypson ; 

Mr. A. D. Sympson being summoned to the chair, opened the 
business of the day, by stating, that the purpose for which the 
meeting had been called, was to take into consderation the pro- 
priety of petitioning the House of Assembly, on the subject of 
the disabilities under which persons of colour labour from the 
enactments of the local legislature. 

He premised, that from its being a subject of so momentous a 
nature to the coloured population gencrally, it had been deemed 
necessary to assertain the sentiments of the several parishes 
throughout the island. Having now obtained this, he would re- 


NG 
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quest that the report of those gentlemen, by whose exertions the 

same had been ascertained, be read. After hearing which, he 

was satisfied that the meeting would adopt such constitutional 

measures as would ensure the attention of the colonial legislature. 
Mr. Scholar then read the following 


REPORT. 

In introducing this report to the notice of the meeting, it wall 
be necessary to offer a few prefatory observations. The intelligence 
which it developes was obtained at the suggestion of a few indivi- 
duals, who, considering this a favourable opportunity to apply to 
the House of Assembly for an extension of franchises to the peu- 
ple of colour, deputed a select body of their friends to obtain from 
the island at large their sentiments on the subject. The information 
which has been gathered from the correspondence of these gentle- 
men, is that which forms the subject of thisreport. The interest 
which connects itself with the discussion of matters of such vital 
importance to the well-being of our peculiar class, is of itself suf- 
ficient to justify the calling of a public meeting, to make that the 
general determination which has heretofore been only the anxious 
object of a few. 

‘The county of Cornwall, in which our hopes have never yet been 
deceived, no sooner heard our suggestions, than a public meeting 
was called. The object in view was embraced in its fullest extent, 
and a determination was declared generally by all the parishes, 
except Trelawny, to embody, in the intended petition, all those 
disabilities which operated upon the exertions of the coloured 
population, and which tended to bar the exercise of thoseessenuial 
political rights—the elective franchise and admissibility on juries. 
The mecting held at Montego-Bay, on the 8th of February, 1823, 
has declared’ by resolution, that “it becomes a duty they owe tu 
‘«themselves and the rising generation, to adopt every constitutio- 
“nal measure for ameliorating their present condition.” In this 
spirit a committee was appuinted “ for the purpose of co-operating 
‘“with the committee of Kingston, to consider the best means to 
“be adopted fur promoting the interests of persons of colour 
“veneraily.” By them, therefore, our object has been embraced 
with feelings of unanimity, and a determination of the fullest 
support. In accordance with this resolution, a meeting was held 


at the town of Montegu-Bay, on the 13th of March, “ for the 





» BR. 


GE es CE iy BE yo Ms) 


ae 








a A aS RTIN SER He - 


EE 
om 


sake at 


ais tal li 





Ne aM Be ie me 


ae eo . 


NRE SRR TR ag RE oe 


ee Se oe 


SE Mie eer eon ange mame: aps 


444 THE BLACK DWARF. 


“ purpose of ascertaining the sentiments of the county of Corn- 
“ wall ;” in which it was learnt, that Westmorland, Hanover, and 
St. Elizabeth, were disposed to co-operate with equal strenuousness 
with the Parish of St. James. A meeting of the county of Cornwall 
will accordingly “ take place next July, for the purpose of consi- 
“ dering the nature of the petition intended to be presented.” 

The peopie of Trelawny, at a meeting held at Falmouth on the 
5th, and ancther held at Rio-Bueno on the 18th of April, have 
taken into consideration our intended efforts; although they press 
upon our attention the deficiency law, asthe main obstacle to ex- 
ertion in life, to be removed by the local legislature, yet, in their 
4th resolution, they inform us, that ‘f they agree to co-operate 
* with the Kingston committee in any petition to the honourable 
“ House of Assembly, which, framed in mild and conciliatory 
“ language, will ensure its being viewed in the most tavorable 
“* jieht.” 

Dismissing the proccediugs of the county of Cornwall, which 
give confidence to our exertions, and the assurance that our labour 
will not be in vain, we shall direct the attention of the meeting to 
the sentiments of the various other parishes in the Island, 

The situation of the other parishes does not permit tl at the ex- 
ertions of those alive to our iterest, aud arduous in the cause, 


', we have re- 


sould be so concentrated. ‘The intelligenec wie 
ceived, though more diffused, and in maz y instances merely the 
sentiments of persons of influence in their respective districts, 1s 
yet gratifying, and ensures cordiality. From Dry-Harbour, St: 
Ann’s-Bay, (cho-Rios, aud the inland part. of the parish of St. 
Ann, we irave received communications ; the sentiments expressed 
ror the most part, insist In applying for the removal of our general 
dsabilttiies. We are told, that * the grievences most prominent 
“ should be emphatically pressed ov the legislature: the first 1s to 
“open the door of industry—to repeal such laws as prevent the free 
“ exercise of the faculties, and enslave the mimad—to permit free- 
“holders to vote at all elections—io repeal the iaw which obliges 
*-persons to produce certificates or baptism and freedom befvre 


. P ° ° 9 rete ° . . . . ° 
“ they can give testimony in court.” “ This,” itis said, “6 was in- 


* tended to perpetuate the recolicction of former sufferings, and 
“asin ot nature insuiting. ‘These are all the points,” they say, “that 


+ 


{should be prayed tor at present, which being obtained, the res! 
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- will follow of course ;” however, “the privilege of being jurors,” 
they inform us, “ may also be sought; there can be no substan- 


ae 


tial objection to it, as the nominating will be by the several 


“¢ vestries, who will take care not to appoint any but respectable 
“ and intelligeut men.” At Ocho-Rios, we are told, that “ the in- 
s¢ 


habitants of this place are ready to sign the petition when pre- 
“ sented.” From the interior we are requested “ to call to mind 
the dithculty of having meetings, on account of the distance at 


which people reside one from another ;” but we are “ assured of 


. 


faith in the matter, and anxiously desire to forward the object.” 
Again we are made acquainted from the same parts, with the in- 
telligence, that “ those consulted have met the snbject with appro- 
“ bation, and that it will meet with the same approbation from the 
“ whole parish, it being a matter so advantageous to the popula- 
tion.” 

The parish uf st. Mary is urgent inthe cause. From St. George, 
St. David, and Portland, we have also heard,—they all seem im- 
pressed with a conviction of the necessity of this appeal to the 
legislature of the Island. “ Cordially of opinion that such pro- 
* ceedings are necessary, they are every way desirous to accede to 
the measures proposed.” 

It was naturally to be expected that as the deticiency law weighed 
heavily upon the inhabitants of those districts that are purely 
agricultural, this disability would be urged, as a decided object in 
an appeal tu the House of Assembly; our attention therefore is 
pointedly directed to it,as “one of peculiar hardship and oppres- 
“ sion, though with not less zeal are we frequently iuformed, of 
“ the necessity of insisting on the elective franchise.” 

Our attention is also directed to a matter of importance, as to 
a precise understanding throughout the whole Island. It is said, 
‘as there will be sufhciency of time before the House of As- 
sembly meets,” (we are very prudently warncd by some triends im 
the district of St. George,) “ that itis hoped the resolutions of the 
“ petition will be prepared coolly and deliberately, and tn time, to 
“ afford the supporters an opportunity of completely understandin 
‘¢ the propriety of such a proceeding.” 


r 
- 


The parish of St. Thomas in t'e East views with perfect cordt- 
ality our intention, and we have the strongest assurances of suppor? 
‘rom that quarter. 
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The midland parishes of the South have re-echoed our sentiments 
with the most cordial satisfaction. Our Spanish-town friends will, 
from their proximity to the place of general meeting, express 
their determination with the people of Kingston. In fine, to every 
part wheresoever we direct our attention, or demand the assistance 
of the general body, we receive the promises of co-operation, and 


are wisely warned of the necessity of unanimity. 


Resolved unanimously, that this Report be ado; ted. 

ReEsotvep, That the intelligence contained in the Report, detail- 
ing the sentiments of the Island at large, evinces the cordiality 
with which the people contemplate an application to the House of 
Assembly in its next sessions, for extending the political franchises 
of our class. We therefore trust, that in exhibiting, in a deter- 
minate form, the objects of the petition to be adopted, the en- 
couragement which has been shown through the Island will sti- 
mulate the few parishes which have not yet called public meetings» 
to an immediate co-operation in a cause, which embraces the 
welfare of ourselves, and the interest of posterity. In making 
this declaration, the meeting owe it as an act of justice due to the 
gentlemen, whose public spirit elicited a correspondence, to de- 
clare the obligations which the whole people of colour owe to 
their exertions, und the acknowledgements they merit at the hands 
of the coloured community of Kingston. 

Resoiveo, ‘hat the following resolutions be receive] as the 
basis of a petition :— 

I, That the people of cojour, in seeking by constitutional 
means to attain to the exercise of the privileges of citizens, de_ 
monstrate, inthe value tley atiach to those rightsas British sub- 
jects, the devotion which has heretofore animated, and which 
always will animate them, in supporting the honour and interests 
of the British Empire. 

IT. That the local legislature has imoosed restraints and dis- 
abilities upon the coloured population, (the pressure of whch 
has only, within a few years, been in any degree ameliorated 
or relaxed;) the operation of which disabilities, notwithstand- 
ing the recognition of the mother country, has totatlly divested 
,hem in the colonies of the character of “ free denizens of England.” 
" UEL ‘That in ciaiming a Closer approximation to the immunittes 


ft the white inhabitants. thev call to recollection the character 
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they have maintained under those restraints; and they look to the 
devotion they have always manifested to the interests of the island 
as the fairest pledge of an undoubted fitness to be now relieved 
from their political disabilities. 

IV. That the laws by which they reel themselves aggrieved and 
oppressed are .—1. The laws limiting their efforts in lite—the defi- 
ciency law—which excludes them from an equal participation with 
the white inhabitants in the prodactive labour of the soil, and the 
enactments which debar them from employment in the public offices 
of the island. %. Those which exclude them from exercising the 
ordinary rights of British subjects—the right of admission on juries, 
and the right of suffrageof freeholders. 3. Thelaw which requires 
from them testimonials of baptism and freedom before they be 
fitevidence ina cause. Lastly, they complain of the non-provision 
in many parishes of the island, forthe instruction of the uneduca- 
ted poor of colour. 

V. That in seeking to obtain a repeal of the laws which thus 
oppress them, they owe it in justice to themselves to declare that they 
are actuated by no tumultuous or deciamatory motives, but are im- 
pelled tc the measure by a patient review of the hardships of 
their condition. The operation of the Legacy Limitation Law» 
(repealed in the year 1613) successfully rendered the people of colour 
a poor community. Compelled to look to individual exertion alone, 
they seek those common opportunities of exerting themselves, in 
obtaining a subsistence which are to be found in a free access to the 
advantages of agriculture. Circumscribed in their present oppor- 
tunities, they feel the influence of the existing system in depressing 
their exertions and demoralizing their habits. That, aware how 
much their general body mustbe morally bettered, by having opened 
tothem employment, derived from a recommendation of intellectual 
acquirements, they urge the repeal of those statutes which exclude 
them from being employed in the public othces of the Island. That, 
as a confident reli:nce in the administration of justice, can only 
be found in an admission to participate in the judgment reposed 
in juries, they seek for this privilege. As the right of judgment 
can only be delegated to thuse of settled habits, and of fixed 
residence and interest in the soil, no suspicion of undue influence 
can arise from this concession ; the operation of this iumuuity, by 


holding up the benefits of education, and of provident habits must 
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greatly increase the morality of a people, That a similar resuit 
must take place from a concession of the elective franchise. By 
rendering the people of colour partakers in the appointment of 
individuals to the framing of laws, which bind the lives and 
properties of themselves and their posterity ;—by identifying the 
entire people with the legislatorial powers of a State, and the 
acts and ordinances of a Government, there must be created a 
firmer reliance, and a more united effort, in the whole body o¢ 
the governed. That the law requiring before admission to testimony 
incourts, the documents of baptism, and those of the right to exer- 
cise the immunities of the free, tend only to unnecessary degrada- 
tion, and to bar the avenues of justice, by suppressing evidence in 
courts of law, on the part of those who withhold those documents, 
through an honest shame of unmeriteddebasement. Lastly, aware 
how mucha community must gain in habits of order, and in moral 
and religious feeling, by a general diffusion of knowledge, they press 
upon the attention of the legislature the uneducated state of the 
poor in many parishes of the island. In calling the attention of 
the legistature to the disabilities under which the people of colour 
labour, they deem it expedient to advert to the policy which, with- 
out a commensurate object, has excluded the coloured natives of the 
other British West Iudia possessions from being received as equally 
entitled to the benefitsof the enactments passed in favour of those 
born in the island of Jamaica—the concessions of late, made by the 
legislature here to the culoured people, have totally overlooked their 
interests in society. 

Rosolved,—That a Committee be appuinted, consisting of twen- 
ty-one persons, who shall submit the forego ng Resolutions to the 
several Parishes throughout the Island: and upon obtaining the 
approLation of the several Parishes, they be received as constitut- 
ing the Resolutions of the People of Colour of Jamaica. As the 
Resolutions are minutely explanatory of the wishes and sentiments 
of the people, to secure unanimity, and to make the whole people 
who discuss the several Resolutions partakers also in the very lan- 
guage, as well as the sentiments, of the petition, which they will 
be called upon to sign, the Committee of twenty-one, (who shall 
be also empowered to draw up the Petition to the House of Assem- 
bly}, shall confine itsclf to a mere echo of the words of the Reso- 
rations. 
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Resolved, That the following Gentlemen * be, and compose the 
Committee, who are empowed to raise a tund by subscription, for 
the support and carrying into effect the measure proposed, and 
otherwise to transact all business whatever relative thereto. 

Resolved, That the Chairman. be requested to sign the Resolu- 
tions. 

Upon Mr. Sympson’s quitting the Chair, Mr. Donald Campbell 
was called to occupy his seat, when the following Resolution was 
canied: 

Resolved, That our warmest approbation is justly due to Mr. 
A. D. Sympson, for his impartial conduct in the Chair; and that 
the thanks of the Meeting be now tendered to him, as well for such 
demeanour as for his zeal in the common cause, which has been so 
strongly evinced in the accommodation he has afforded by the offer 


vf his house, for the conven ence of the Meeting. 


A. D. Sympson, Chairman. 


— 





ORIGIN OF AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE. 


To the Editor. 

Sir,—As the pages of the BLack DwarRF have been 
opened for the preservation of various valuable documents, 
relating to the rights of man, allow me to take the oppor- 
tunity of the account of the laie celebration of the anni- 
versary of American Independence, to request that you 
will insert the original declaration of that event. Asan 
Englishman, £ blush that our American brethren can refer 
to such a document 2» ‘hoe origi: of their national exis- 
tence—while we have Wiliiam tie Norman to look up to, 
as the author of a system of tyranny, winch our ancestors 
have been strugzling to meud, without having to boast of 


much success. However, Sir, as we have not much to 





* Mr. Alexander D. Sympson, John Constantine Linn, Robert L. 
Litteljohy, Alexander Scholar, Richard S. C. Cooper, John Wool- 
trys, Donald Campbell, Thomas S$. Shulock, Witham Lundie, Louis 
Le Cesnes, John Uarvey, John Escutters, Christopher J. Maddix, 
Edward Jordan, sen Edward Jordan, jun. Adam Banios, John 
Blacas, John Braithwaithe, Witham Millar, Joseph Plummer, 
Alexander Roberts ——A. D. Sympson, Chairman. 
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boast of at home, let us be philanthrophic enough to exutt 
in the good of others. 


Yours, &e. A REPUBLICAN. 


IN CONGRESS, JULY 4, 1776. 
THE UNANIMOUS DECLARATION OF THE THIRTEEN UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA. 


When, in the course of human events, it kecomes neces-~ 
sary for one people to dissolve the political bands which 
have connected them with another, and to assume, among 
the powers of the earth, the separate and equal : ‘tation 
to which the laws of nature and of nature’s God entitle 
them, adecent respect to the opinions of mankind requires 
that they should declare the causes which impel them to 
the separation. 

We bold these truths to be self evident: thot all men 
are created equal ; that they are endowed by their Creator, 
with certainunalienable rights ; that among these are, life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness : : that, to secure these 
rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving 
their just powers from the consent ofthe governed ; that, 
whenever any form of government becomes destructive of 
these ends, it is the right of the people to alter or abolish 
it, and to institute a new government, laying its foundation 
ou such principles, and organizing its powers in such form, 
as to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and 
happiness. Prudence indeed will dictate, that government 
long established should not be changed for light and tran- 
sient causes ; and, accordingly, all experience hath shown 
that mankind are more disposed to suffer while evils are 
sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the 
forms to which they are accustomed. But, when a long 
train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the 
same object, evinces a design to reduce them under abso- 
lute despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw 
off such government and to provide new guards for their 
future security. Such has been the patient sufferance of 
these colonies ; and such is the necessity which constrais 
them .o alter their former systems of government. Tlie 
history of the present King of Great Britain is a history 
of repeated injuries and usurpation, all having indirect 
object the establishment of an absolute tyranny over these 


states. To prove this, let facts be submitted to a candid 
world. 
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He has refused his assent to laws, the most wholesome 
and necessary for the public good. 

He has forbidden his governors to pass laws of- imme- 
diate and pressing importance, unless suspended in their 
operation, till his assent should be obtained ; and when so 
suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them.— 
He has refused to pass other laws for the accommodation 
of large districts of people, unless those people weuld re- 
tinquish the right of representation in the legislature—a 
right inestimable to them, and formidable to ty rants only. 

He has called together legislative bodies at places unu- 
sal, uncomfortable, and distant from the repository of their 
public records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into 
compliance with his measures. 

He has dissolved representative houses repeatedly, for 
opposing, with manly firmness, his invasions on the rights 
of the people. 

He has refused, for a long time after such dissolutions, 
to cause others to be elected ; whereby the legislative 
powers, incapable of annihilation, have returned to the 
people at large, for their exercise, the state remaining, in 
the meantime, exposed io all the dangers of invasion from 
without and convulsions within. 

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these 
states ; for that purpose obstiucting the laws for naturali- 
zation ‘of foreigners ; refusing to pass others to encourage 
their migration hither, and raising the conditions of new 
appropriations of land. 

He has obstructed the administration of justice, by re- 
fusing his assent to laws for establishing judiciary powers. 

He has made judges dependent on his will alone, for 
the tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment 
of their salaries. , 


He has erected a multitude of new offices, and has 


sent hither swarms of officers, to harrass our people, and 
eat out their substance. 


He has kept among us, in times of peace, standing 
armies, without the consent of our /egislature. 


He has affected to render the military independent of, 
and superior to the civil powers. 


He has combined with others to subject us to a juris- 
diction foreign to our constitution, and unacknowledged 


by our laws; giving his assent to their acts of pretended 
legislation— 


For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us 
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For protecting them, by a mock trial, from punishmen 
for any murders which they should commit on the inhabi- 
tants of these states: 

For cutting off our trade with all parts of the world: 

For imposing taxes on us without our consent : 

For depriving us, in many cases, of th benefits of trial 
by jury: 

For transporting us beyond seas to be tried for pretcnd- 
ed offences :— 

For abolishing the free system of English laws in a 
neighbouring provine.. establishing therein an arbitrary 
rovernment, and enlarging its boundaries, so as to render 
itat once «u example and fit instrament for introducing 
the same absolute rule into these colonies :— 

For taking away our charters, abolishing our most va- 
luable laws, and altering, fundameutally, the forms of 
our governments, 

For suspending our own legislatures, and declaring 
themselves invested with power to legislate for us in all 
cases whatsoever. 

He has abdicated government here, by declaring us out 
of his protection, and waging war against us. 

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt 
our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people. 

He is at this time transporting large armies of foreign 
mercenaries to complete the works of death, cesolation, 
and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of cruelty 
and perfidy, scarcely parallele ~d in the most barbarous 
ages, and totally unworthy the head of a civilized nation. 

He has constrained our fellow citizens, taken captive 
on the high seas, to bear arms against their country, to 
become the executioners of their friends and bretheren, 
or to fall themselves by their hands. 

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and 
has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our fron- 
tiers the merciless Indian savages, whose known rule of 

warfare is an undistinguishcd destruction of all ages, and 
sexes, and conditions. 

In every stage of these oppressions we have petitioned 
for redress in the most humble terms: our repeated peti- 
tions have been answered only by repeated injury—A 
prince, whose character is thus marked by every act 
which may define a tyrant, is unfit to bea ruler of a free 
people. 

Nor have we been wanting in attentions to our British 
brethren. We have warned them from time to time, of 
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attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable 
jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the cir- 
-umstance of our emigt:.tion and settlement here. We 
have appealed to their native justice acd magnanimity, and 
we have conjured them b™ the ties of our common kindred, 
to disavow these usurpations, which would inevitably in- 
terrupt Our Connexions and correspondence. They too 
have been deaf to the voice 0: justice and of consanguinity. 
We must, therefore, acquiesce on the necessity which de- 
nounces our separation, and hold them, as we hold the 
rest of mankind—enemies in war, in peace friends. 

We therefore, the Representatives of the United States 
of America, in general Congress assembled, appealing to 
the Supreme Judge of the World, for the rectitude of 
our intentions, do, in the name and by the authority of the 
good people of the colonies, solemnly publish and de- 
clare, that these united colonies are, and of right ought to 
be, free and independent states ; that they are absolved 
from all allegiance to the British crown, aud that all poli- 
tical connexion between them and the State of Great Bri- 
tain, is and ought to be, totally dissolved ; and that, as 
tree and independent states, they have full power to levy 
war, conclude peace, contract alliances, establish com- 
merce, and to do all other acts and things which indepen- 
dent states may of right do. And _ for the support of this 
declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of Di- 
vine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our 
lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honour. 


tee - -- 








CONSPIRACY. 





To the Editor. 
SIR, 

Is a secret combination and consultation of parties to 
plot something that will not bear the light, and is not 
consistent with fairness and justice. A conspiracy against 
individuals, or the public, is a most abominable proceed- 
ing of wicked persons to injure the dearests interests 
of society, and ought to be held in detestation by all 
honest men! In a well regulated government, secret 
parties are quite unnecessary; as ail public proceedings 
ought to be open, fair and just! ! A just.government need 
not fear an opposition from its own people, or from fo- 
reioners ; for a just government would always be sure of 
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the support of the people: and no foreign power would 
have the temerity to attack a united nation !—Spain is 
not a united uation, for the priesthood and the majority 
of the grandees hate liberty! 

Secret ministers and secret service money, are alike 
inimical to all manly policy !—An honest- minded ministry 
has no need of stratagem to strengthen the government : 
as the hearts and minds of all the people are a perpetual 
and invincible tower of strength to an open, candid, and 


just administration ! 


The first cabinet council this country ever suffered to 
betray its liberties, was in the profligate reign of the pen- 
sioned second Charles; when the shameless and aban- 
doned wretches, Clifford, Ashley, Buckingham, Arlington, 
and Lauderdale, whose initials formed “the word eabal | 
composed that famous, or rather infamous council, since 
known by the name of the Cabinet; which set the ex- 
ample, and has been so closely imitated. and improved 
by succeeding councils, to the binding and betraying the 
unsuspectint people ! 

J am well aware it will be said, that if foreign powers 
were to discover all our proceedings, they would soon 
take advantage of our simplicity! But the exact contrary 
is the real truth; for it is well known that money art- 
fully employed by foreign embassadors, will worm out 
the secrets of cabinets, whilst our own people are kept 
in the dark, concerning our own most valuable concerns. 
These are some of the poisonous effects of secret conspi- 
racy, which taken in its proper light, is little less than 
high treason against the nation ! 

The senseless cry of a conspiracy of the people against 
the government, is not only the most unlikely, but is quite 
impossible ; for, if some of the people were so foolish as 
to imagine such a thing, the government would be made 
acquainted with it, before one-tenth part of the people 
could be informed of the subject: it being impossible for 
the people to hold meetings secretly. On the contrary, 
the rich and great can hold their secret meetings in their 
own houses, and mature their plans long before the poor 
people can know any thing of the matter, until it is sub- 
mitted to parliament—the pretended bulwark of the peo- 
ple’s liberties ! Hence it is obvious that secret councils are 
the bane of society! and open manliness is the best po- 
licy! What then can be done for the recovery of our an- 
cient political mode of government? Our ancient consti- 
tutional policy was the right of carrying arms to protect 
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ourselves from iasult, either from foreien or domestic ene- 
mies. It never was imagined, in days of yore, that the 
people could be inimical to their own government, until 
some inhuman monsters, foes to freedom, had, by the un- 
suspecting supineness of the people, been suffered to usur 
a power to govern unjustly, for their own selfish views ! 
which forced the people to seek redress from daring do- 
mestic oppressions. 

If those in power were honest, they need not fear the 
displeasure of the people! 1t is their unbearable usurpa- 
tion, that demands resistance and impels their consciences 
to dread the just vengeance of those who suffer by their 
usurpations ! | 

All unjust governments hate liberty !—They first, by 
means of delusive sophistry, tax the people to maintain a 
soldiery ; and then employ that soldiery, and a slavish 
magistracy, to obliterdte all that remains of liberty! If 
the people were to assemble in arms to assert their just 
rights! an unjust government would instantly declare 
them to be in a state of rebellion, and order the military 
to cut them to pieces ! — 

The question now is, have arbitrary governments in- 
ereased the happiness, or comforts of the people? or, even 
placed the rich and great in a more comfortable situation 
than they would have enjoyed if freedom and simple 
rustic honesty had been allowed to dwell amongst the 
sons of men? If the rich man’s happiness is not increased 
by the poor man’s misery, would it not be better for both 
to return to a state of rational freedom, and “ do as we 
would be done by ?”’ 

A full, fair, and free representation of all the people in 
parliament, is the only way to bring about that necessary 
reform which would do justice to all ranks and degrees, 
and the only effectual way to accomplish so desirable an 
end, is, for all the people to insist on their just right to 
vote, without exceptions, at all elections for representa- 
tives in parliament! For although the forty shilling free- 
holders’ Bill, the various charters, &e. stand in the wa 
of justice; yet, the irresistable will of the people, if stea- 
dily and firmly persisted in, would overcome every obsta- 
cle that has not justice for its foundation. Even the 
Grenville act (which empowers a committee of the house 
to reject a member they do not chuse to admit) must ‘give 
way if the people should chuse resolutely to persevere ; 
as nothing can resist the united voicc of a whole people 
in agust cause !—An act of parliament founded on palpa- 

No, 12. Vol. XI. 
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ble corruption and injustice cannot stand against the voice 
of the united people. It is by the subtile sophistry of di- 
viding the people by separating their individual interests 
from the general good, they have hitherto subdued them ! 
but, when they shall see clearly the ruinous consequences 
of the borough-mongering system, the spell will be 
broken, and the people must see the necessity of demand- 
ing justice for all. 

It is still, however, to be hoped, that the gentry and 
middle ranks will soon be convinced of the necessity of 
reform; when their own interest will urge them to advo- 
cate the cause of the people as their own concern; for the 
good of the whole must be ultimately their own most per- 
manent good! There would be no need of violence. If 
the majority of the people would but advocate the cause 
of truth and justice, and set their faces against hypocrisy, 
corruption, and slavery, the luxurious great would soon be 
convinced that true dignity does not consist in bloated 
pride and haughty scora ; but rather in humanity, benevo- 
lence, and a consciousness of treating their fellow crea- 
tutes with sympathy and compassion! If the rich and 
great would but sympathize with the poor people, and 
study to make them comfortable (like the worthy Major 
Cartwright) instead of ruling them with a “ rod of iron :”’ 
If they would study to deserve the praises and prayers of 
the labouring poor, instead of their execrations, would they 
not be infinitely more happy than they now are, with all 
their costly pride and luxurious grandeur? If 
they would but .do this—if they would but do common 
justice to the people in general, all grumbling would 
soon cease, and the hearts of the people would 
be their firm support and stability. If it should please 
the Almighty to dispose the heart of the chief magistrate of 
these realms to feel for his people’s distress, and bring his 
expenses within a reasonable compass—would it not be 
much better both in respect of health and mental enjoy- 
ment, than all the splendour which gilded palaces, volup- 
tuous banquets, and obsequious adulation can give !—The 
heartfelt satisfaction of contributing towards the comfort 
ofa grateful people, by seeing and speaking to those sub- 
jects who can have no interest in deceiving him—to hear 
the spontaneous plaudits warm from the hearts of unbiassed 
loyalty, must be a much better cordial to the mind of 
genuine philanthropy than all the interested adulation of 
fawning sycophancy. But here it is necessary to remark 
on the weakness of human nature, and how easily we are 
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deluded by flattery, and made to believe ourselves wise 
and good because we fondly think ourselves so. The poor 
and ignorant are easily deceived in that respect, although 
not much accustomed to it; but the rich, the great, and, 
above all, Princes are so perpetually assailed by this 
noxious vapour, that it would be quite wonderful if they 
should possess sufficient powers of mind to resist the con- 
tagion—how very necessary therefore must it be for the 
people to be constantly endeavouring to guard the mind 
of the Prince against so fatal a pestilence. If the Prince 
was to shew himself frequently to the people, he would 
no doubt sometimes find real friends amongst them, who 
would shew him the true disposition of a loyal and brave 
people! This is the only way for the Prince to know how 
to avoid the dangers and snares of interested sycophants. 
Let him frequently appear amongst his people and he 
would find they are both loyal and generous—let him 
shew a disposition to be gracious to them, and there can be 
no doubt but they will be disposed to return his conde- 
scension with unlimited and enthusiastic generosity, from 
which the happiest results would most certainly ensue— 
Excessive pride, inordinate selfishness, and false political 
religion are the chief impediments to moral improvement; 
and how long it will be before the All-wise willbe pleased 
to dispel the darkness which envelopes us, that we may 
see the folly and wickedness of our vain desires, we know 
not. Yet there is no doubt but that we shall enjoy the 
good more perfectly after experiencing the evil, than if 
we had never been overwhelmed by temporary calamaties ; 
and it is fervently to be hoped we have seen enough of evil 
to convince the most obdurate that arbitrary power pro- 
duces no good, either to the oppressors or the oppressed, 
and that the good of society is the most permanent indi- 
vidual good! Let us therefore hope that the rich and 
great, seeing their vain schemes of aggrandizement «do 
not produce the satisfaction they so earnestly wish. for, 
will turn their minds toward finding their own good in 
promoting the good of their poor fellow creatures. if 
they should still be persuaded that too much indulgence of 
the labouring poor would produce insubordination, they will 
find that the history of the world does not record a single 
instance of such an effect ; but that on the contrary, when- 
ever the liberties of the people have been duly respected. 
rejoicings and good humour were always the result. 


September 12, 1823. R. W. 
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